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Crusades and More Crusades

The First Crusade, in which Christian soldiers took control of Jerusalem from

the Turks, was only the first in a long series of religious wars. These wars pitted

Christian soldiers from Western Europe against Muslim Turks. They occurred

during the eleventh through the thirteenth centuries.

Crusades were sponsored by popes and kings. Knights, peasants, and

townspeople joined up, said goodbye to their families, and marched off to face

death in the Middle East.

The Second Crusade occurred in 1147, after the Turks had once again begun to

take back the land, known as the Latin States, which the Christians had seized

in the First Crusade. This time, King Louis VII of France and King Conrad III

of Germany led armies to the Holy Land. In this war, the crusaders were defeated, and after the Second Crusade

ended, the area was united under the leadership of Saladin, the Sultan of Egypt and Syria.

In the Third Crusade, King Richard the Lionhearted of England and King Philip II of France made another attempt

to retake the Holy Land. This time, they met with some successes and some failures. At the end of this crusade,

King Richard made a treaty with Saladin which allowed Christian pilgrims to visit Jerusalem. This was an

important step for the Christians, since the Crusades had originally begun when the Turks refused to let Christians

visit the Holy Land.

More crusades followed, eight major crusades in all, plus some smaller ones. As time went on, the crusades

became even more about land, power, prestige, and money. Western Europe was becoming prosperous. It was

increasing in military strength, and countries were anxious to fight to take over new lands.

One of the most unusual crusades was the Children's Crusade. The Children's Crusade is one of the big legends of

the Middle Ages, and like the legends of Robin Hood and King Arthur, it is probably part fact and part fiction. The

traditional story of the Children's Crusade goes something like this. A young shepherd boy in France, named

Stephen, went to see the king. He told the king that he had been visited by Jesus, and that Jesus had told him to

lead the next crusade. Well, the king wasn't interested, but others were. A crowd assembled to hear Stephen speak.

Stephen told of signs from God and of miracles, too. Soon, thousands of young people were ready to follow him to

the Holy Land. They marched to the Mediterranean Sea, having faith that God would part the waters and let them

walk right through to Jerusalem. The sea didn't part, however, and some of the children turned around and made

the long journey home. Others boarded ships for the Middle East, where they were sold into slavery.

Some historians suggest that this story was created from bits and pieces of two or more true events. They say that

a boy named Stephen did go to the King of France, claiming that he had been sent by Jesus, but that the king sent
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him home, and that was the end of that. Meanwhile, in Germany, another shepherd boy led a group of wandering

young men. They marched, carried banners, and followed the shepherd boy as their religious leader, but they never

had any plans to go fight in the Holy Land.

The Children's Crusade seems to be more legend than actual fact, but the other crusades happened, and kept

happening for many years. Then, in the fourteenth century, people began to lose interest in crusading. Several

leaders even tried to organize another crusade without success. It seemed that Western Europeans had turned their

attention to other things. They were no longer interested in fighting for control of lands in the Middle East. Now,

they were turning their attention further westward. Christopher Columbus and other explorers were discovering

new lands that had never been dreamed of. These must have seemed much more exciting to the people of Europe

than signing up for yet one more crusade.

Crusades and More Crusades

Questions

1. There were ______ crusades.

A. more than 20
B. at least 8
C. two
D. one

2. The crusaders from Western Europe were ______.

A. Christians
B. Jews
C. Turks
D. Muslims

3. The crusaders fought against the ______ in the Middle East.

A. Germans
B. Turks
C. Christians
D. Europeans

4. The crusades occurred ______.

A. in 1147
B. in 1100
C. mostly before the 14th century
D. mostly before the eleventh century

5. The crusades were all led by King Richard the Lionhearted and King Philip II.

A. true
B. false

6. The Children's Crusade was a successful military campaign.

A. false
B. true
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7. According to legend, the Children's Crusade was led by ______.

A. King Conrad III
B. Stephen
C. Saladin
D. King Richard the Lionhearted

8. Saladin was a military leader from ______.

A. Europe
B. Egypt and Syria
C. France
D. England and France
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How many of these can you write about? Think! Write! Check all the ones you answered.

If you had been living in the Middle Ages, would you have wanted to participate in a crusade? Why, or

why not?

A crusade was a holy war undertaken by Christians in the Middle Ages. A jihad is the name for a holy war

waged by Muslims. Write what you know about a jihad.

Don't stop writing. Use a blank piece of paper to continue.


